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- Prepared by Keely Boom -

Accede/Accession – an act by which a state becomes legally bound by a treaty. It occurs at the same time that the state signs the treaty. Each state has its own procedures for accession. An instrument of accession must be deposited for the act to be complete.
Adoption – an act by which a body (such as the General Assembly) creates a treaty.

Article – a legally binding part of a treaty. Generally numbered. Also called “provision”.

Charter – treaties that are particularly important. This is often a document that founds a particular organisation. Example – UN Charter.

Convention – a formal agreement between two or more states. Also called “treaty”.

Declaration – an instrument that is generally not binding.

Deposit – an act that formally registers a state’s consent to be bound by a treaty. This act provides evidence of that consent. Normally the depsitory is the Secretary-General of the UN.

Enter into force – a treaty will become binding according to its terms. This is normally not when the treaty is adopted, but rather when a certain number of states have ratified or acceded to it.

Optional Protocol – this is an extra treaty that is additional to the original treaty. It is not compulsory for parties to the original treaty to become parties to any optional protocols.
Ratification – an act by which a state becomes legally bound by a treaty. To ratify a treaty, a state signs it first and then later legally adopts it. Each state has its own procedures for ratification. An instrument of ratification must be deposited for the act of ratification to be complete.
Signature – an act by which a state provides preliminary approval of a treaty. It means that the state will consider ratification, but states are not bound to ratify a treaty they have signed. Signatories are bound to not act in a way that defeat’s the treaty’s objective or purpose.

State party – a state that has ratified or acceded to a treaty and is legally bound by its provisions.
Treaty – see definition of “convention” above. Also, the Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties defines a treaty as (1) a binding instrument, (2) concluded by states or international organisations with the power to make treaties, (3) governed by international law and (4) made in writing.
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